AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative

Minutes for the June 3, 2010, DWOI meeting and teleconference call at 4 pm until 5pm.

Present: Garrett Brown, Colleen Thornton, Perry Gottesfeld, Richard Hirsh, Michael Horowitz, and David Hornung

Topics Discussed

1. Welcome  - Richard

Congratulations to Garrett Brown for receiving the Rachel Carson award at this year’s AIHce in Denver!  “This award is the highest honor bestowed upon an EHS professional or group by the Environmental Issues Committee, on behalf of AIHA®. It is presented to EHS professionals who have attained outstanding success in their EHS business, profession or life’s work.”

2. Approval of April 29th meeting minutes 

Approved.
3. Committee Reports: 

· Request/Response (Mike)

1. Reference Materials – status of letter to NGOs/Universities: Mike will put together the letter this coming week. 

2. Status of other donation pick-ups (offer from Elizabeth Pullen, Diana’s pick-up, others):  Elizabeth Pullen has 40-80 books available (in North Carolina).  Mike sent her our excel spreadsheet so she can update it with the books she has available for shipping.  We will coordinate with her to send the books directly from NC to the recipients.
· Publicity & Fundraising  (Rich)
1. Recap of AIHA-IAC meeting presentation
Last Monday (5/24), Rich attended the IAC meeting at AIHce.  Rich highlighted all of DWOI’s accomplishments over the last 5 years.  After his discussion, Rich had a few individuals; including Angela Dartt (Golder Associates) from the Fort Collins, CO local section approach him with interest in starting a similar initiative in their local sections.  Everyone at the IAC meeting, including a few AIHA Board members, got a handout describing DWOI’s efforts (attached to these minutes).  

2. AIHA-Global Connections website – create DWOI link

AIHA IAC has ambassadorships for various countries (China, India, Eastern Europe, etc).  For these countries they have created country profiles that describe the basic demographics for each country  They are trying to identify health and safety projects in those countries that need our (AIHA and their membership) resources.  This will help interested volunteers match their skills up with the countries’ needs.  DWOI should keep these in mind when coordinating our business travel.  On a different note, Rich will submit to Doug Dowis (SKC) a DWOI link that can be added to AIHA’s IAC Sharepoint site.  

3. OHLearning.com 

Started by Roger Alsbury, a former BP executive and an IH from GSK (Steve Bailey), OHLearning.com provides IH training resources.   These training modules can be downloaded from the website at no cost. They are now being used in trainings conducted by approved instructors.  The trainings are also now being translated to many of the major languages.  Each training module is a week long.  DWOI should keep these resources in mind and determine how we can use them going forward.

4. June Monitor Newsletter article – submitted to Wes Won

Rich submitted a DWOI article for inclusion in the next newsletter, hitting the shelves mid-June.  Rich included pictures and statements from the previous DWOI-sponsored training recipients.  

· Liaison Committee Update (Garrett)
1. Golder training seats - Status of attendees for upcoming trainings in Asia 
There are two IH trainings coming up in June and August in Shanghai for which we have one available seat to send someone.  Garrett is coordinating with Mark Katchen for the June 28 AIHA course “Measurement of Hazardous Substances”.  We haven’t yet identified a good candidate for the second Shanghai training, “Managing IH Risks” put on by Golder Associates on August 2.  Garrett provided Perry with the training information to see if Perry may know of a good candidate for these two trainings 

2. Indonesia – Local Initiatives for OSH Network (Darisman)

Garrett let Darisman know that if there are specific issues the Indonesian network could use technical assistance from DWOI members, we are ready to facilitate that.  Also Garrett reminded Darisman and ANROAV coordinator Noel Corea (in the Philippines) about the availability of $250 for “small projects” by ANROAV members in Indonesia or elsewhere in Asia. The due date for letters seeking this $250 grant is June 15th. 
3. Business Travel Coordination – any takers
No immediate business travel opportunities.  We will continue to solicit volunteers in the Monitor newsletter.  Hopefully once travel budgets pick up we’ll have more of the local section travelling and able to volunteer their international time to DWOI. 

4. COEH/student projects in Honduras and/or Dominican Republic. 

Natalie Price wasn’t able to get approval from UCLA for work in the Dominican Republic with the Workers Rights Consortium, but is going to Venezuela to do UCLA-approved EHS work.  No new updates from Nina.  Garrett will follow-up with her.

For the October ANROAV conference David and Katie Hornung will be able to represent DWOI.  COSH, LOSH, etc – May have a second skill share workshop put on by the COSH representatives on working with migrant/immigrant workers  about OHS issues.  

· Website/Tools 

1. Michelle Lan to post meeting minutes

2. Request link to www.sumerra.com training materials

· Other issues?

Perry gave an update on the UN lead poisoning prevention efforts.  The UN Alliance met in Geneva under the auspices of UNDP.  The meeting was funded in large part by US EPA, attendance was good by developed and developing world.  The group put together a definition for leaded paint.  They reached a consensus of 90 ppm Pb for the definition of lead paint.  (This is the same level as Consumer Product Safety Commission.)  Things are moving along, although future funding is in question.  Occupational exposure issues have the least leadership behind it, so we should keep alert to new potential candidates to join and champion the effort.

4. Next meeting date/action items 

Next meeting date: July 8, 2010, 4pm – Cal-OSHA offices or via dial-in number:  712-432-0080   Access code: 806274#

Minutes prepared/submitted by David Hornung.
Developing World Outreach Initiative – Summary of Presentation to IAC at AIHCE 2010

AIHA - N. California Section 
Address the lack of adequate IH resources for workers & EHS professionals in developing countries in a tangible way. Connect local section technical expertise and resources with those who need them in the developing world.

On the receiving end: Non-Governmental Organizations, OSH organizations, Universities, Worker & Community based organizations.

Primary Goal of the DWOI is to build the capacity of NGOs by leveraging NCS resources to provide: OSH information, technical assistance, educational materials, financial support for small OSH projects to be conducted by the local NGOs 

Initial Efforts began in March 2006 -– now organized into 4 subcommittees: Publicity and Fundraising, Liaison, Request and Response, Website Resources Page

Accomplishments to date:

· Raised $2,000 for the Malaysian IH Assoc. via ACGIH’s FOHS Worldwide Outreach Program

· Collected/Catalogued OSH/IH reference books & other teaching materials & raised funding for shipment costs. 

· 11 major book shipments to 10 Universities and NGOs in Africa: Nigeria, Tanzania, Sudan, South Africa, Botswana, Nigeria, Kenya, and Uganda. 

· Planning shipment(s) this year – current inventory is >30 boxes of ~300 reference books. AIHA funding $2000 for book shipments this year.

· Working with AIHA Int. Affairs and Social Concerns Committees to establish National AIHA “Books Beyond Borders” donation effort with seed money provided by AIHA

· Solicited equipment donations from SKC’s program to University of Calabar in Nigeria

· Established formal partnerships with Asian Network for the Rights of Occupational Accident Victims (ANROAV) and the Asian Monitor Resource Center (AMRC). Participated in ANROAV conferences in Hong Kong in 2007, the last year2009 conference in Cambodia and plan to participate at in the 2010 ANROAV conference scheduled for October in Indonesia. 

· Started working with the Center for Occupational and Environmental Health at UC Berkeley to connect students-interns with ANROAV grassroots OHS organizations in Asia and the Americas member organizations

· Sponsoring 2 AIHA International Affiliate Memberships each year which allows web access to AIHA since 2008 

· Sponsored half-price “NGO seats” at OHS workshops in India, Indonesia, Singapore and China (Golder Associates and, China Training Inst., AIHA course). IAC funding matching funds of $750 this year. 
· 2008: Qingdao (China) workers center staff member attended a three-day Golder training in Shanghai; an Indian NGO executive director and Guangzhou NGO staffer attended a three-day training in Shenzhen, China;

· 2009: Two NGO staff members of Chinese NGO attended a one-day training in Shenzhen, China; NGO staff members from two Indian NGOs attended a two-day course in Mumbia, India; two staff members of a Hong Kong NGO attended a two-day course in Singapore;

· 2010: Two Indonesian staff members of a NGO and a union attended a two-day training in Jakarta, Indonesia; One Indian NGO staff member attended a two-day course in Pune, India.

· Co-sponsored 2 people from the China Labor Support Network at a Industrial Ventilation course held by the China Training Institute in Guangzhou, China in March 2009. 

· Co-sponsored 2 grassroots/NGO OHS people attended the 2-day Golder IH training session held in Mumbai, India. 

· Co-sponsored March 2010 Golder Assoc. course attendee in Jakarta

· HopingPlanning to sponsor others at upcoming trainings in Manila, Guangzhou, and Shanghai, and India 

· Facilitated California Industrial Hygiene Council and CA local section letter of endorsement to EPA for education outreach efforts on preventing occupational lead poisoning in the developing world thru DWOI partner organization OK International based in San Francisco. 

· Global Focus at Local Section Dinner Meetings - DWOI hosted 3 annual dinner meetings on international topics since 2007 – raised over $2600XX in Local donations from Local Section members at the meetings

· Articles on DWOI efforts in professional publications (e.g Synergist, IOHAJIJOEH, NCS Monitor)

· Highlighting DWOI successes and initiatives via LS dinner mtgs, AIHce, California IH Council Conference

· DWOI Travel Coordinator facilitates contacts between traveling NCS members and local NGOs – 1st was Novi Wong in August 2008 to Indonesia. 2nd attempt was in Argentina, others to follow…..

· Responding to technical questions from NGOs via email

· Reorganized “Resources” web page with links and documents by subject matter to be used by NGOs and local members, meeting agendas, minutes, etc. Written procedure for soliciting, reviewing, categorizing and posting content  

· Encourage other AIHA local sections to establish similar outreach efforts 

Please contact Richard Hirsh at richardhirsh@sbcglobal.net for more information.
